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Ref: KR/ AW/ det                                                                                                                                                                        4th March, 2024 
                                           
Dear parents / carers,  
 
Further to our recent communication where we advised that our behaviour policy was being amended 
to restore after-school detentions, I would like to thank the overwhelming majority of you for your 
support in helping us to maintain and uphold high standards and expectations.  
 
Almost 90% of our students have never received a detention and it is a credit to them for the manner 
in which they conduct themselves in and around school. That said, since we implemented those 
changes last week, we have seen a positive shift in general behaviour and attitudes around school.  
 
I am conscious that a small number of parents have contested the use of detentions as a sanction and 
as a result, have advised their child not to attend.  
 
This is regrettable, particularly given that as a result, their child will be subject to further consequences 
in line with our behaviour management policy. The purpose of detentions is largely to set the 
boundaries for children in terms of expected conduct, attitudes and behaviours. It is always hoped 
that detentions will serve as a deterrent and that our pupils will manage themselves appropriately in 
school and therefore, never receive a detention.  
 
I have included the following extracts from the Department for Education document, Behaviour in 
Schools which was published in February of this year. 

  
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can see from this guidance that detentions are a recommended and lawful element of a school 
behaviour system and as such, we will continue to enforce them and uphold those standards to ensure 
that our school environment is a positive one. 
  
Notably, there is no increased risk caused as a result of leaving the school premises at 4:30pm instead 
of 3:30pm and equally, it is clearly highlighted within the document that suitable travel arrangements 
are the responsibility of the parent or carer.  
  
Whilst we will always try and work with parents and carers to support you under exceptional 
circumstances it is important that we consistently uphold our policy. 
  
Please be aware that the consequence for refusing to attend a detention, is then a suspension and 
should a student accumulate repeat suspensions, then there is a real possibility that they will be 
subject to a managed move to another school or alternative provision. 
  
I know that the vast majority of parents and carers are supportive of our policy and I politely ask that 
those who do not currently support this, reconsider their position as we do not want your child to miss 
any element of their education as a result.  
  
Thank you for your understanding, 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Rowlands 

 

 


